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times was in large part absent from the Napoleonic
wars. It was, however, after 1850 that the most
striking advance was made by means of various
treaties and conventions in which the rules relating
to warfare were partially formulated. Thus the
Declaration of Paris, 1856, which was signed by
seven States, dealt with warfare at sea in so far as it
affected the capture of private property at sea and
blockade. Almost all the other maritime Powers
acceded to it in the course of time. The Geneva Con-
vention of 1864 was concerned with the amelioration
of the condition of wounded soldiers, and a further
attempt to limit the cruelty of war was the Declara-
tion of St. Petersburg, 1868, which prohibited the
use of certain explosive projectiles. Of far greater
importance, however, were the two Hague Peace
Conferences of 1899 and 1907. At the second Con-
ference the famous Hague Regulations dealing with
the rules governing the conduct of land warfare
were adopted. They did not purport to give a com-
plete code, leaving all matters not covered by their
provisions to be governed by 'the principles of law
as they result from the usages established among
civilized peoples, from the laws of humanity, and
the dictates of the public conscience'. Some ques-
tion has been raised as to the binding force of these
Regulations as they have not been ratified by all the
States, but it cannot be doubted that they are of
great authority as a statement of the existing
customary rules.
The Laws of War are to be found, therefore,
partly in conventions and partly in custom. Their
source, as the British Manual of Military Law states,